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Freshman English 102 Handout Packet 1
Dr. Wesley Britton

Fall 2007
EVALUATING DRAFTS

Throughout this semester, you'll be spending many class periods critiquing and evaluating drafts written by group members and fellow students. When you evaluate writing in process, you will be doing more than simply looking for proofreading and editing matters such as punctuation and grammar. Use the questions below when reading drafts, especially during class periods devoted to working on your individual papers.       

Note: Your Individual drafts should be developed enough for readers to be able to answer the questions below. If you only have an outline or a few hand-written paragraphs, your evaluators will have little to work with. In order for our workshops to be useful, consider the draft process essential for successful grades.  

1. The title. Does the paper have an interesting and/or helpful title?

2. Introduction. Can you easily find and understand the writer's thesis statement? Does the introduction prepare you for what will follow in the essay? Did the writer find a way to interest you in the topic or is the paragraph merely a summary of the main ideas? Is the introduction long enough or is it simply two or three sentences that don't develop the point of the paper?

3. Body. Do each of the paragraphs have a topic sentence that helps the reader know the purpose and content of the paragraph? Are the ideas fully developed and explained? Were there enough examples, details, and points to make the main ideas clear and understandable? Do the paragraphs break at logical places or are they too long or too short?  

4. Transitions. Did each of the sentences and paragraphs flow well or could transitional words and phrases help the reader from point to point? Are there abrupt stops and starts in the flow? Does each paragraph logically follow the one before? 

5. Word Choice. Are all the words and phrases appropriate for the college audience? Are there slang and informal expressions like "a lot" that could be more precise? Are the nouns and pronouns specific or vague? Does the paper stay in the same person or are there shifts from 3rd t 1st or 2nd? Does the writer avoid "you" phrases? (See below). 

6. Conclusion. Do the final paragraphs pull the essay together or do they seem "tagged on" and not part of the flow? Does the conclusion seem rushed and underdeveloped?  

7. Citations. Are there enough citations in the text after ideas or information clearly taken from researched sources? Are the citations proper MLA style? Is the "Works Cited" page in proper MLA format, alphabetized, etc.? Did the writer use at least five sources?

TIPS TO MAKE C (AND D) PAPERS BETTER

· Make your claims stronger by cutting wordy 1st person phrases. You don't need to say "I believe the number of puppy mills in Lancaster can be reduced with stronger law enforcement." Instead, say: "Better law enforcement would reduce the number of puppy mills in Lancaster." Remember--your purpose is not to share your opinions but rather to persuade the reader of your points with evidence and logic. You can make the same points but be more appealing to your reader by focusing on the material, not your personal reactions or responses.

· Avoid vague pronouns. For example, rarely should "you" be used in formal essays. For example, "You should always keep firearms locked in appropriate cabinets" should be more specific. "Responsible gun owners should keep firearms locked in appropriate cabinets." Your reader, in this example, might not be a gun owner, so the "you" doesn't apply. Likewise, "it" is often vague. ""It's been claimed Pennsylvania has the worst roads in the United States." Better to be specific: "Override magazine published a survey showing many truck drivers believe Pennsylvania has the worst roads in the nation."      

· Learn to avoid passive verbs. For example, "This proposal was made by the legislature in hopes of appealing to disgruntled voters." Better: "The legislature made this proposal to appease disgruntled voters." Your sentences can be more active by placing the subject at the beginning of a sentence. "The ball was thrown by John" is better phrased as "John threw the ball."   

· Do not rely on spell checks! They won't catch errors like the "Untied States of America." They are often incorrect regarding punctuation.  

· Major comma errors will cost major points. The most important of these are comma splices. "The cost of doing business includes health insurance, employers need to accept this as a normal part of their expenses." As phrased, these are two sentences. Can break them in two, add a coordinating conjunction, use a semicolon, or add words to make the first clause subordinate. In this example, an "As" at the beginning would make the needed change. Or an "so" after the comma would work. 

Note: Coordinating conjunctions are known as FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. Need a comma before these words IF what follows can stand alone as a sentence. "The job is not done, but American border guards are trying" needs a comma. "The job is not done or even started" does not. If there is a noun after the conjunction and the clause can work as an independent sentence, put in the comma.      

· Informal expressions will be heavily marked. For example, using "a lot" will cost points. Use "children" and not "kids." Do not use exclamation points in formal writing.

· When using sources, for both flow and credibility, use phrases like "According to," Smith claims, believes, asserts, notes" etc. Even when cited, this places the information or opinion clearly in the writer's mouth. Without such phrases, it can be unclear if you're stating these opinions as your own based on research or are accepting information from one place as fact. Remember--just because something is in print doesn't make it so. And on-line sources are often unreliable. So if you present information without phrases showing that someone else made this claim first, you're responsible for factual errors.      

MOST FREQUENT PROBLEMS WITH CITATIONS

Much material regarding the MLA style of citations is in your textbook; many students like to use online sources to help them properly prepare a "Works Cited" page. While this list doesn't cover everything you'll need to know this semester, below are the most common problems on freshman papers. 

· Many students believe that if a paragraph relies on one source, they don't need to include a citation until the end of the paragraph. This is not correct. As soon as you begin giving information you obtained from a source, begin citing immediately!  You don't need to cite each and every sentence, but citations should be frequent and follow proper MLA style. Look at the models at my website to get ideas on this. Also note all direct quotes should be cited.

· In text citations should be short. Web addresses should be on the "Works Cited" page and not in your paragraphs. Do not include full titles of articles in your citations. If an article title is "Comments on the First Amendment," your citation should be simply ("Comments"). The exceptions to this happen if you have several articles beginning with the same word. If so, will need an extra word or two to clarify which one you mean.

· Your citation should include the first word(s) used on your "Works Cited" page so a reader can quickly find the source you're referring to. For example, if your source has an author, use author's last name and not the name of the newspaper or website. For example, the citations should be (Sharp) and not ("Mental") for this listing:  

Sharp, Dudley.  “Mental Retardation and the Death Penalty.” 

prodeathpenalty.com.  April 19, 2003 

http://www.prodeathpenalty.com/Articles/Sharp_MR.htm
· Make sure you alphabetize your "Works Cited" page. Note that titles that begin with articles should be listed as:

"Legal Ramifications of Excessive Self-Defense, The.


Voter's Guide to the 16th District, A."

· When a sentence ends with a direct quote, the end punctuation goes inside the quote marks:

"Binge drinking remains a problem on our campus." (Johnson)

· If your sentence ends without a quote mark, the period goes after the citation. However, if the sentence ends with a question mark, this goes before the citation:

How many deaths must occur before drivers will take this problem seriously? (Daniels 12)

· Unless inside a direct quote, don't use exclamation marks.

· When citing or quoting sources, remember to use the past tense. If your quote comes from any source, it was published in the past.

· Get very familiar with what is expected on the "Works Cited" page. An article title and web address is not sufficient. 

· Use ellipses only in middle of quotes; they're not needed at beginning or end. Don't, for example, include a quote like " . . .  Johnson added that these numbers are inflated . . . " ("Rising.") Use ellipses only when omitting words in the middle of a quote: "Johnson added that doctors need be more aware of these costs . . . They should be more sympathetic with underemployed workers."

SAMPLE WORKS CITED PAGE

Below is a "Works Cited" page from a student paper. Note it is properly alphabetized. Remember--a "Works Cited" page is separate from your text. However, when you e-mail your submissions, have this page at the bottom of your paper and NOT a separate mailing, as explained on your syllabus.

(On Gay marriages)

Works Cited

Baldor, Lolita. "Congress Enters Gay Marriage Debate." AOL News 04 Mar 2004. 11 Mar 2004. <http://aolsvc.news.aol.com/news/article.adp?Id=20040303024109990001>

Dorf, Michael. "Three Bad Reasons-and One Very Good Reason-To Oppose A Constitutional Amendment Barring Same-Sex Marriage." FindLaw's Legal

             Commentary 18 Feb 2004. 11 Mar 2004.  <http://www.writ.news.findlaw.com/scripts/printerfriendly.pl?page=/dorf/20040218.html>

Elder, Janet and Katharine Q. Seelye. "Strong Support Is Found for Ban on Gay Marriage." New York Times 21Dec 2003, sec.1: 1. Proquest 20 Feb 2004.

"Gay Marriage Games." Editorial. New York Times Final Ed. 13 Feb 2004, sec. A: 26. Proquest 20 Feb 2004.

"Gay Unions: Moderation Is Winning." Editorial. The Washington Post 14 Feb 2004,

            sec. A: 29. Proquest 20 Feb 2004

Mathabane, Gail. "Gays Face Same Battle Interracial Couples Fought."  Partners Task Force for Gay & Lesbian Couples 25 Jan 2004. 11 Mar 2004. <http://www.buddybuddy.com/mathabal.html >

Mehren, Elizabeth. "Massachusetts Grants Gays Right to Marry."  Los Angeles Times 

            05 Feb 2004, sec. A: 1. Proquest 20 Feb 2004.

"President's Call for Amendment on Marriage Is Political and Fruitlessly Divisive." Editorial. The Morning Call 29 Feb 2004. 30 Feb 2004. <http://www.mcall.com/news/opinion/all-editorial1feb29,0,4054207.story>

Strasser, Mark. On Same-Sex Marriages, Civil Unions, and the Rule of Law. Westport: 

             Praeger Publishers, 2002

Windsor, Doug."Push To Stop Gay Marriage Hurting Economic Growth." 365.Gay.comNewsletter  04 Feb 2004. 20 Feb 2004.   <http://www.365gay.com/newscon/04/02/02202004ecStudy.htm >

---

WORKING ON DRAFTS

1. One way to begin working on your drafts in both group and individual papers is to build your papers in segments. It's often difficult to think out introductions and conclusions until after you've established your case and created the flow of your content. So if you work on the middle paragraphs first, you can create the core of your paper in sections and then come back to add transitions between paragraphs and determine your thesis sentence. After you know the direction of your paper, then you can decide how to interest the reader with a good introduction and pull your points together at the end.

2. One technique taught to fiction writers is to first write descriptions of a scene including the setting and movement before inserting the dialogue. This technique can also help papers using quotes from sources. Once you know what points you're going to make, write a first draft before inserting the quotes and citations. Then come back and add this material. This way, you can avoid your paper reading like a cut-and-paste job of many quotes with transitions added later.        

3. Many students like to hand-write their rough draft and bring this in for the first day of workshops. For most students, this will greatly diminish the value of these sessions. The more your peers have to work with, the more feedback you can get. In addition, you'll lose much time having to then type up a new draft including any notes you gained in the class discussions. New typing errors, spelling problems etc. can pop up that could have been caught in the first workshop.

Two Papers for Discussion

1. A 101 student wrote the first paper below, but points in it are useful for thinking about your 102 papers. It has strengths--good transitions, good use of sources, good word choice. It also has weaknesses. Review it for class discussion. 

Legalized Gambling - The Best Way for Pennsylvania

Many opponents of casino and slot machine gambling in Pennsylvania believe these potential sources of revenue lead to bankruptcy, suicide, and criminal activity. Politicians, governors, and church leaders are divided over the benefits and the drawbacks of using gambling to increase state revenues to subsidise public education. Looking at the issue objectively, the advantages of using gambling to reduce property taxes and fund schools  would clearly  outweigh the drawbacks if these forms of gambling are properly managed.

 Pennsylvania Governor Edward Rendell believes that legalized casino and slot gambling is a must for the state. After his bill passed through Pennsylvania’s Legislature successfully on July 4, 2004, he stated, "Starting now, we begin the long overdue process of recapturing billions of dollars in lost revenue, creating thousands of jobs, dramatically contributing to the future of the horse racing industry and finally returning millions of dollars in the form of lower property and wage taxes for the citizens of Pennsylvania.” (Passage para 4) When this bill became law,  it guaranteed seven race track casinos, five stand-alone casinos, and two hotel casinos (Garcia). Governor Rendell said $1 billion in property tax and wage relief will be granted by the new law. In his view, the average homeowner will save

about $333 per year (Garcia).

However, those opposed to the legalization of gambling say that Act 72, the Governor’s plan to divide the projected $1 billion, requires the participating school districts to increase the local income taxes by one-tenth of a percent (Miller).  Some of the districts said no to the plan because of the requirement of voter approval to raise property taxes above the rate of inflation. Almost 80 percent of Pennsylvania school districts rejected the plan because of these reasons (Miller). Others had different qualms.   A few rejected the plan based on their moral convictions, saying they thought it was sending children

a bad message to be paying for their education with gambling revenue (Miller).

To support such worries, opponents of legalized gambling state that gambling causes bankruptcy and cite a report published in Contemporary Economic Policy in October 2002 (Greene). The report demonstrated that counties with one to four gambling facilities had a bankruptcy filing rate 14 percent higher than counties without casinos (Greene). According to this report, counties with five or more casinos had a rate 35 percent higher than counties with no gambling outlets (Greene). However, two other reports, one published in 2000 and one in 1998, come to different conclusions. For example, in 2000, Representative Frank Wolf from Virginia spent $250,000 of public money on a U.S. Treasury Department Study to find a link between gambling and bankruptcy (Smith). The U.S. Treasury Department studied existing literature and conducted their own research. Their conclusion stated there is “no connection between state bankruptcy rates and the existence of or introduction of casino gambling” (Smith). In addition to this report, the National Gambling Impact Study Commission gave the National Opinion Research

Center at the University of Chicago data to analyze. They also wanted to find out if there was a connection between gambling and bankruptcy (Smith). Their

conclusion was, “The casino effect is not statistically significant for bankruptcy.” They instead attributed the increase in bankruptcies over the last 20 years to the changes in the 1978 federal bankruptcy law, which made the declaration easier for individuals, as well as easier access to credit for most

Americans (Smith).

Those opposed to legalized gambling also claim that gambling causes losses incurred by individuals,

gambling addiction, crime, corruption, and the cannibalization of local businesses (Jones). They also believe state governments look at gaming revenues as free money, and the governments are becoming too reliant on revenues generated by gambling (Miller). George Knudson, a South Dakota state senator, said, “the biggest addict of gambling turns out to be the state government that becomes dependent on it” (Miller).

However, in a survey conducted in seven communities with casinos, 77 percent of the people believed the casinos have had a positive effect on their economy (Smith). And 65 percent believed the casinos improved their quality of life. Also, the Arthur Frobe study established that retail sales have increased

every year in many of the communities since their casinos were built (Smith). For example, Las Vegas, which has more casinos than any other city in the nation, has a booming economy. Nevada has led the nation in job growth for six out of the past seven years (Smith).

 Although opponents of legalized gambling and casinos have offered some strong arguments, they have been unsuccessful in proving gaming fails to boost economic

growth not only for the state in which the casinos are located but also for the surrounding states. Communities have experienced an enhanced quality of life. Jobs have been created, tax revenues have increased, and public services have grown. Therefore, while some may worry that gambling revenues are no answer to our budgetary problems, their fears are more based on myths and not reason.  

2. The following paper was written by a 102 student near the end of the semester. Like the previous essay, it has both good and bad points. Read it and prepare for discussion.  

Where are the Young Voters?

        Voting within a representative democracy like that of the United States is held to be one of the more cherished privileges provided to citizens. When the United States took its first steps as a young nation, the only individuals allowed to vote were 21 years of age or older, white, and owned land. It was not until the passage of the several amendments to the Constitution that the institution of voting changed within the United States. The fifteenth

amendment gave the right to vote to those who were previously slaves, and the creation of the nineteenth amendment produced women's suffrage ("Early").

        Many other obstacles like poll taxes and literacy tests were created to reduce the ability for African Americans to vote, but with legislation of Congress and after many Supreme Court decisions, the right to vote was finally provided to all citizens equally ("Early"). In 1971, Congress lowered the age to vote from 21 to 18-years-old. The general idea was that by lowering the age to vote, younger people would become more active in all levels of government. Has this been an effective procedure or has this done nothing for the country? There may be many reasons for low voter turnout among young people, but what are the ways to solve the problem?

Writer Mary Meyers offers interesting ideas about  lowering the voting age to 16-years-old by providing very interesting information about the direction in which voting has been traveling since 1971. The fact that the rate of participation in voting among people 25 and under has declined 15% compared to the 4% of the general public becomes a focal point for her opinion. She presents two distinct ideas that many states' legislative bodies have

pondered. Would the lowering of the voting age from 18 to 17 or 16-years-old solve the poor turn out? And would an increase in education assist in solve the problems at the ballot box? (Meyers)

It is these questions that many state legislatures are answering. Education is thought to be one of the best methods for increasing the number of young people on Election Day. The use of civics classes within the education system would build informed citizens who were then be able to voice their opinion through their vote. A Michigan congressman felt that 17-year-olds are smart, capable citizens and democracy would be better served if they had the ability to vote.

Also, since the average 17-year-old would be in school, it presents the school with an excellent opportunity to educate and prepare them to competently use their new right to vote in state and local elections. Meyers has found that many states have already proposed the legislation to lower the voting age. Meyers found that Pennsylvanian legislators have passed a resolution urging Congress to allow 17-year-old citizens the right to vote. Their stance

was that 17-year-olds were allowed to join the military with parental consent and that the political process could benefit from the energy of young people (Meyers).

As many states begin to take the initiative for lowering the voting age and increasing education, it is believed that an amendment to the U.S. Constitution would take a great deal of work and motivation which may never happen. Meyers feels the local level of government would be the most logical area to insert the changes in the voting process. She feels that local issues have more of a tendency to affect the young voters. Starting young voters on local elections

will also help in educating them for future national elections. Her opinion and others like her have made an attempt at rectifying the problems with young voters (Meyers).

Some will argue that lowering the voting age will not bring more young people to the polls. Bringing the youth to the polls is just like bringing them to a shopping mall. If their attention can be captured, then voter registration and attendance at the polls will increase overwhelmingly. Organizations like MTV have tried to gather up the young voters and try to persuade them to vote, but have not been able to affect the numbers at the polls. This would not

be the case for elections in 2004.

According to James Birch, the new way of capturing the youth vote has been established by a nonpartisan organization created by Norman Lear. The campaign was called Declare Yourself which had the goal of providing an easy way for young voters to become registered and to finally vote (Birch). Birch pointed out the effective strategies used by the Declare Yourself campaign. The first step the campaign took was to research possible reasons why young voters did not participate in elections. The results showed that the voters, 18-29

years-of-age said that they did not vote for several reasons. They were never informed on how to become registered or were not aware that registration forms were available online (Birch). Others felt that they did not know enough about the candidates, politics, or the issues.

To solve this problem the Declare Yourself team created a website for young voters. It would allow potential voters to download and print out a voter registration.

The website also provided common knowledge about the candidates and their stances on issues affecting the country. In an attempt to draw more attention, the campaign used many Hollywood celebrities to push the issue of voting. Even some celebrities registered for the first time (Birch). The use of corporate sponsors like Yahoo! and Comedy Central provided the campaign with not only extra money but advertising for their cause. The end result was a dramatic increase

in registrations, which helped increase the number of young people voting. It was the largest increase in youth votes in more then a decade (Birch).

Birch demonstrated  what actions have produced positive results when dealing with a declining number of young voters. Aside from private organizations striving to convince the youth that voting will benefit them, there are some young people whom have had the sudden urge to voice their opinion and vote.

One example of this self-motivation is that of Randy Jackson. Jackson wrote an article for a Philadelphia periodical about his first voting experience. He found that producing a positive spin on voting could aid in adding more young voters. Once he had discovered what made him want to vote, he understood the power and the gift voting could be for the youth (Jackson).

He then went on to use this motivation in the creation the voting bloc. It is a scoring system in which his organization would provide information about candidates. The voters would be able to view the score of each candidate on the issues of the community or even national issues. The scoring slates would then be used to provide poll numbers for voters and non-voters. The result would be an introduction to voting for non-voters and also a way of holding

candidates accountable for their stance on certain issues . Jackson feels that this could even sway a presidential election in the future (Jackson).

Ideas such as the voting bloc can effectively assist in producing more voters, especially young voters that might not follow politics. Following politics

and gaining an opinion has been the main goal of each of these organizations. Each organization or individual had developed its own distinct way for seizing the youth vote. It seems that within the next few election cycles that young people will contribute their votes as they become more involved with the issues of their country (Jackson).

From another angle, Franks and Hall are two political consultants who feel that low voter turn-out among young people should be blamed on the candidates running for office

and the political parties. They also feel that today's issues are not triggering the attention like the issue of the Vietnam War in 1972. Low interest could be due to the fact that the government issued a draft during the Vietnam War, and that the Iraq war is primarily fought by an entire volunteer force. But, although some voters might not see the war as the big issue, there are many other issues that may be important to their individual interests. Joblessness,

high prices in healthcare, and the environment are just some of the issues that young voters should focus on during elections. Choosing the correct candidate

to facilitate their opinions and needs is much more important then not participating from lack of interest (Franks & Hall).

Franks and Hall presented many good points about the importance of voting. They have strong opinions about the direction the youth should take when it is time to cast their ballot. As political consultants, they are able to see what areas need work on the part of the candidate and the voter.

Everyone has an opinion. Politics consists of many opinions and compromises. Voting is the main tool to be used in order to express one's personal opinion.

If a voter is unhappy with the policies of their elected official, they have the ability to vote them out of office. Voting has been shown to be important to

the success of a free nation. The ability to vote gives power back to the people and has been the key to freedom and liberty in the United States. Wars

have been fought so that people can choose their own paths in life, their freedoms, and have the ability to voice their opinions. So, if you're legally entitled to exercise your rights, become informed and vote.

